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to ten years). On the other hand, it greatly limited the discretion
of the courts by making such indeterminate sentences dependent
on the type of offence and the number of previous convictions.
This was an attempt to reconcile the old ideals of the Classical
School with modern penological requirements. Post-war de-
velopments will probably tend still more to underline the latter
at the expense of the former.
To sum up the main suggestions made in this section : In
order to achieve a more scientific and more uniform system of
sentencing and better co-ordination between criminal courts and
the authorities in charge of the penal system, as a first step,
(a)   a  central Board  should  be  established  to  advise  the
courts before the passing of a prison sentence and to administer
the whole institutional side of the penal system ;
(b)  the   scope   of the   indeterminate   sentence   should   be
widened,   even beyond  the limits  proposed  in the  Criminal
Justice Bill;
(c). short prison sentences should be prohibited by the law,
with a consequent strengthening of the Probation Service.
After an experimental period, it might be provided that the
advice of the Board should be sought even before a Probation
Order is made. Even so, this scheme would fall short of the
proposals of the American Law Institute. Sooner or later, the
Board will probably have to be given power to determine the
method of treatment to be employed.